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found who think that it would have escaped and
slipped through their fingers were it not main-
tained among us as a mark, a title, and an in-
strument of separation and faction rather than
for its own sake." Were Montaigne not a Chris-
tian and a Catholic, he would have chosen, he
says, to be a worshipper of the sun; its grandeur
and beauty address themselves to the senses, and
it is so remote from us that under a visible image
we might still adore it as the Unknown God.
When Nurna attempted to direct the devotion of
the Roman people to a purely spiritual religion he
undertook a hopeless and useless task, the human
mind cannot maintain itself as it wanders in " the
infinite of inform thoughts." The Divine majesty
for our sakes permitted itself in some sort to be
circumscribed in corporal limits: " His super-
natural and celestial sacraments have signs of our
terrestrial condition; the adoration of God ex-
presses itself through sensible offices and words;
for man it is who believes and who prays." Mon-
taigne could not but be of the opinion that the
sight of the crucifix and of the paintings of a
suffering Saviour, the ornaments of churches, the
ceremonious gestures of the celebrant, the voices
of singers attuned to devout thought and feeling,
the stir of all the senses, infused into the souls of
the pious crowd a warmth of religious passion
which had its excellent uses. Sensitive himself
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